
NOT THE END 
week eleven 

FLOURISHING GRACE SMALL GROUP CODE 

Engagement: 
Each person will get out of their small group what they put into the group. Make sure everyone in the 
group gets a chance to engage. If you tend to talk more than others be sensitive to how much you may 
dominate the conversation. If you tend to talk less make sure you work to speak up in your group. Your 
voice is valuable to others in your group and community; growth can’t happen without engagement. 

Confidentiality: 
We long for our groups to be places of authentic community. The only way this happens is through 
vulnerable conversations in which we share personal parts of our lives and confess our sin together. 
Anything and everything that is shared in the group must stay in the group. 

Speech: 
We must fight against gossip, grumbling, and complaining. Our speech should build up our group not 
burden our group (Eph 4:29). We also must keep our conversation focused when our group meets. 
Groups gather to study the word and connect together please avoid personal rabbit trails or off topic 
subjects. 

It takes more than one day and one person: 
Small groups are about relationships. True relationships are not built by one person on one day a week. 
Step up to help your leader - they can’t do it all alone. Everyone in the group should be serving the 
group - volunteer to host, volunteer to bring a snack, volunteer to give them a week off. Follow up and 
engage the members of your group during the week: one day a week does not build authentic 
community. 

BACKGROUND 

In this section, Paul wraps up his letter by giving a list of things—seventeen of them—that he wants the 
Thessalonian believers to do. Though each command has a purpose, he runs through them as though he is trying 
to fit everything in as he finished up the letter: commands about leadership, relationships among the believers, 
loving those who are persecuting them, their relationship with God, and how to discern whether something line’s 
up with God’s truth. Then after a few closing statements, Paul ends the letter. 



PRAY 

Around the group have each person share one prayer request for the week.  

Open a time of prayer inviting one person or the whole group (if they feel comfortable) to pray for the requests 
of the group and for Flourishing Grace’s Good Friday and Easter Sunday services this coming week. 

OPEN 

Have a group member read 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28 aloud. 

Have you ever had a situation when you said goodbye to a friend (not because of a death, but because of a move, 
etc.), and you thought your paths might never cross again? What did you say to them? 

REFLECT 

Paul starts this section giving a lot of commands to the Thessalonians (5:12-22). List off some that stick out to 
you. 

What do the commands tell us about what Paul expected the Thessalonians to do when it came to… 
• Church leadership? 
• Loving one another? 
• Persecution? 
• Their relationship with God? 
• Discerning God’s truth? 

What do you think Paul hoped would happen in Thessalonica from here on out? 

APPLY  

Which of the commands in 5:12-22 do you think are most important for us today? 

Can you think of one message during this series that has stuck with you the most? 

A couple of questions were asked at the end of the message this past Sunday. How did/would you answer them: 
• What priorities do you need to reorder to follow Jesus for the long haul? 
• What part are you going to play in the story of Flourishing Grace Church? 

  



CLOSE 

What is one thing in this passage that stuck out to you personally and why? 

DAILY DISCIPLESHIP - HELPING YOU AND YOUR TRIBE IN EVERYDAY LIFE. The 
following will help you take what you have learned and engage with your family, friends and 
coworkers this week. 

These conversation starters are designed for you to leverage opportunities this week to talk about how “the 
Gospel is the only thing that truly transforms our lives.” Use them in your own time with God, to spark discussion 
during your family devotional, or just to talk about this topic with friends and coworkers who may not know Jesus. 

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28, then talk about these questions: 

// If you were going to give parting advice to someone you cared about and knew you might not see for a long 
time, what would you include in that advice? 

// What do you hope the next twenty years of your life looks like? 

// What do you imagine the next twenty years of your life would look like if you really allowed Jesus to lead you in 
your life, your relationships, and your decision-making? 


