
ONLY JESUS WEEK 6 

FLOURISHING GRACE SMALL GROUP CODE  

Engagement:
Each person will get out of their small group what they put into the group.  Make sure everyone 
in the group gets a chance to engage.  If you tend to talk more than others be sensitive to how 
much you may dominate the conversation.  If you tend to talk less make sure you work to speak 
up in your group.  Your voice is valuable to others in your group and community; growth can’t 
happen without engagement.

Confidentiality: 
We long for our groups to be places of authentic community.  The only way this happens is 
through vulnerable conversations in which we share personal parts of our lives and confess our 
sin together.  Anything and everything that is shared in the group must stay in the group.

Speech:
We must fight against gossip, grumbling, and complaining.  Our speech should build up our 
group not burden our group (Eph 4:29).   We also must keep our conversation focused when 
our group meets.  Groups gather to study the word and connect together please avoid personal 
rabbit trails or off topic subjects.

It takes more than one day and one person:
Small groups are about relationships.  True relationships are not built by one person on one day 
a week.  Step up to help your leader - they can’t do it all alone.  Everyone in the group should 
be serving the group - volunteer to host, volunteer to bring a snack, volunteer to give them a 
week off.  Follow up and engage the members of your group during the week: one day a week 
does not build authentic community.

PRAY 
Around the group have each person share one prayer request for the week. 

Open a time of prayer inviting one person or the whole group (if they feel comfortable) to pray 
for the request of the group and for our Flourishing Grace Partners. (next partnership class is on 
Nov 12, register online)



BACKGROUND 
Paul continues to press his audience closer and closer to Jesus. He knows that we are easily 
distracted with other things and prone to wonder. Here wants to give us another, even greater, 
picture of what Christ has truly accomplished for us on the cross. The goal for Paul is that we 
would know that everything we truly need is life is found in Jesus. He has transformed us, freed 
us, and concurred for us.

OPEN 
Have a group member read Colossians 2:8-15 aloud.

When in life did you feel the most physical pain? What happened?

REFLECT 
In verse 8 Paul gives an command, "see to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and 
empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and 
not according to Christ." In our culture today what are some things that can pull us away from 
Christ?

In verse 9 &10 Paul gives a recap of all of chapter 1. Take a moment as a group to find the 
verses in chapter 1 that Paul points to here in chapter 2 verse 9 &10.

Paul now begins to build on the things Christ has done in chapter 1.  The next words are "In Him 
also".  (vs 11) What are some things we see Paul describing that christ has also done in verses 
11-15?  List as many as you can find. 

What does Paul mean by "the circumcision of Christ"? (Romans 6:6 may help)

How are baptism and this circumcision of Christ related?

How did God accomplish this transformation through removal of sin and raising us to new life? 
(verses 13-14)

What are the two things that God set aside and nailed to the cross in verse 14?

APPLY 
What is our role in the cutting off of the old self or the body of flesh? What does this practically
look like in real life?



If baptism does not save us or earn us anything special (like membership) what good is it? Why 
is it such a s central part of this transformation Paul describes?

What are some things that we do in order to "feel like we are right before God"?

What happens when we put our hope in our own ability?

What does it really look like for Jesus to "circumcise" these areas of our lives? Have you ever 
experienced this and if so what was it like?

CLOSE 
What is one thing in this passage that stuck out to you personally and why?

NEXT WEEK’S TEXT  
Colossians 2:16-22


