
GOSPEL OF LUKE WEEK 1 

FLOURISHING GRACE SMALL GROUP CODE  

Engagement:
Each person will get out of their small group what they put into the group.  Make sure everyone 
in the group gets a chance to engage.  If you tend to talk more than others be sensitive to how 
much you may dominate the conversation.  If you tend to talk less make sure you work to speak 
up in your group.  Your voice is valuable to others in your group and community; growth can’t 
happen without engagement.

Confidentiality: 
We long for our groups to be places of authentic community.  The only way this happens is 
through vulnerable conversations in which we share personal parts of our lives and confess our 
sin together.  Anything and everything that is shared in the group must stay in the group.

Speech:
We must fight against gossip, grumbling, and complaining.  Our speech should build up our 
group not burden our group (Eph 4:29).   We also must keep our conversation focused when 
our group meets.  Groups gather to study the word and connect together please avoid personal 
rabbit trails or off topic subjects.

It takes more than one day and one person:
Small groups are about relationships.  True relationships are not built by one person on one day 
a week.  Step up to help your leader - they can’t do it all alone.  Everyone in the group should 
be serving the group - volunteer to host, volunteer to bring a snack, volunteer to give them a 
week off.  Follow up and engage the members of your group during the week: one day a week 
does not build authentic community.

PRAY 
Around the group have each person share one prayer request for the week. 

Open a time of prayer inviting one person or the whole group (if they feel comfortable) to pray 
for the request of the group and that the group would flourish as we begin this new series. 



BACKGROUND 
At this point in Jesus' ministry, He is quickly growing in popularity. He has become well known in 
the city of Capernaum because of the miracles He has performed in the city. People have come 
from all over to hear Him teach and see Him preform miracles When this story takes place He is 
in a house in Capernaum filled with religious leaders who have come to sit with Him.  

OPEN 
First, have a group member read Luke 4:17-26.

Has there ever been a moment in life where you have done something crazy because you were 
desperate?

REFLECT 
What does verse 17 teach us about how Jesus was viewed by the public at the time of this 
story? Why do you think He was viewed this way?

What do the actions of the people bringing their paralyzed friend tell us about what they long for 
and how they view Jesus?

How does Jesus view their actions? (vs 20)

What is the scribes' response to Jesus' words? Why do they respond this way?

Why does Jesus heal the paralytic? (vs 24)

What did he want the people in the room that day to understand?

APPLY 
When you think back on the moments of your life when you pursued Jesus, was there an earthly 
problem in your life that caused you to turn to Him?

How do we pursue Jesus continuously despite what might be going on in our lives, good or 
bad?

Can you think of a person in your life that needs to experience Jesus? How might you help them 
this year as the men helped their paralyzed friend?



CLOSE 
What is one thing in this passage that stuck out to you personally and why?

NEXT WEEKS TEXT: Luke 6


