
GOSPEL OF LUKE WEEK 3 

FLOURISHING GRACE SMALL GROUP CODE  

Engagement:
Each person will get out of their small group what they put into the group.  Make sure everyone 
in the group gets a chance to engage.  If you tend to talk more than others be sensitive to how 
much you may dominate the conversation.  If you tend to talk less make sure you work to speak 
up in your group.  Your voice is valuable to others in your group and community; growth can’t 
happen without engagement.

Confidentiality: 
We long for our groups to be places of authentic community.  The only way this happens is 
through vulnerable conversations in which we share personal parts of our lives and confess our 
sin together.  Anything and everything that is shared in the group must stay in the group.

Speech:
We must fight against gossip, grumbling, and complaining.  Our speech should build up our 
group not burden our group (Ephesians 4:29).   We also must keep our conversation focused 
when our group meets.  Groups gather to study the word and connect together please avoid 
personal rabbit trails or off topic subjects.

It takes more than one day and one person:
Small groups are about relationships.  True relationships are not built by one person on one day 
a week.  Step up to help your leader - they can’t do it all alone.  Everyone in the group should 
be serving the group - volunteer to host, volunteer to bring a snack, volunteer to give them a 
week off.  Follow up and engage the members of your group during the week: one day a week 
does not build authentic community.

PRAY 
Around the group have each person share one prayer request for the week. 

Open a time of prayer inviting one person or the whole group (if they feel comfortable) to pray 
for the request of the group and for our team that is finishing up their work in India this week.



BACKGROUND 
Chapter 7 of Luke’s gospel is full of action, which is a change from chapter 6, which was full of 
teaching. As we study who Jesus is through Luke’s account of his life, it is important to 
experience what he did and who he loved as much as what he said and taught. Luke 7:36-50 
records an unusual scene: Jesus has dinner with a Pharisee, but the dinner is interrupted by a 
woman who approaches Jesus with a flask of oil. In an overflow of gratitude, the woman begins 
to sob. Her tears wet Jesus’ feet, which she washes with her hair. She then anoints his feet with 
the oil, another unusual act. Jesus’ response to the woman—and to Simon the Pharisee, his 
host who looks upon the woman with distain—reveal Jesus’ attitude toward sinners, as well as 
his attitude toward those who presume to appoint themselves as judges over others’ behavior.

OPEN 
First, have a group member read Luke 7:36-50.

Have you ever failed at something or fallen short in a very public way, whether in a small thing 
or in something significant? What was that like?

REFLECT 
What do you find weird about the scene that Luke describes?

Luke does not tell us specifically, but he intends for his readers to understand that the woman 
who approaches Jesus is a prostitute (verse 37). What do you suppose her life has been like up 
to this point?

What is Simon’s attitude toward the woman (verse 39)?

What is the point of Jesus’ parable that he tells (verses 41-42)?

What are the differences between how Jesus and Simon treat the woman?

What evidence does Jesus give the Simon—and the others listening in—that the woman has 
sought and received forgiveness from God (verse 47)?

APPLY 
What has God done in your life that you are grateful for? Are you shy about letting others know 
about those things?



In thinking about how much your life reveals gratitude for God’s grace, would you say you’re 
more like the debtor in Jesus’ story who was forgiven five hundred denarii or like the debtor who 
was forgiven fifty?

In what ways might God be leading you to respond to his love more like the woman in the story 
does?

In what ways have you been critical of others—like Simon is—who are in need of Jesus?

CLOSE 
What is one thing in this passage that stuck out to you personally and why?

NEXT WEEK’S TEXT: Luke 8:40-56


