
GOSPEL OF LUKE WEEK 10 

FLOURISHING GRACE SMALL GROUP CODE  

Engagement: 
Each person will get out of their small group what they put into the group.  Make sure everyone in the group 
gets a chance to engage.  If you tend to talk more than others be sensitive to how much you may dominate 
the conversation.  If you tend to talk less make sure you work to speak up in your group.  Your voice is 

valuable to others in your group and community; growth can’t happen without engagement. 

Confidentiality:  
We long for our groups to be places of authentic community.  The only way this happens is through vulnerable 
conversations in which we share personal parts of our lives and confess our sin together.  Anything and 

everything that is shared in the group must stay in the group. 

Speech: 
We must fight against gossip, grumbling, and complaining.  Our speech should build up our group not burden 
our group (Ephesians 4:29).   We also must keep our conversation focused when our group meets.  Groups 

gather to study the word and connect together please avoid personal rabbit trails or off topic subjects. 

It takes more than one day and one person: 
Small groups are about relationships.  True relationships are not built by one person on one day a week.  Step 
up to help your leader - they can’t do it all alone.  Everyone in the group should be serving the group - 

volunteer to host, volunteer to bring a snack, volunteer to give them a week off.  Follow up and engage the 
members of your group during the week: one day a week does not build authentic community. 

PRAY 
Around the group have each person share one prayer request for the week.  

Open a time of prayer inviting one person or the whole group (if they feel comfortable) to pray for those you 
are thinking of inviting to Good Friday or Easter in a few weeks. 



BACKGROUND 
One of the core causes of the conflict between Jesus and the Jewish religious leaders of his day was the people 
Jesus hang out with. Conventional wisdom held that if you were righteous and spiritual, you didn’t hang out 
with unrighteous and unspiritual people. Because of this, it was the opinion of most of the religious leaders 
that Jesus was not someone people should listen to—let alone the Messiah—simply because he hung out with 
“tax collectors and sinners.” In response to this thinking, Jesus tells three stories about a lost sheep, a lost coin, 
and a lost son. While it is helpful to find ourselves in each of these stories—especially the story about the lost 
son—the purpose of each of the stories is to reveal something about God. God searches for those who are lost 
relentlessly and waits for us to come home. When we do, it delights him immeasurably and he celebrates 
accordingly. In the same way, we should seek to help people come home to God and celebrate when they do. 

OPEN 
First, have a group member who loves to tell stories read all of Luke chapter 15. 

Have you ever lost something of extreme value to you? 

REFLECT 
What made the religious leaders so upset with Jesus (Luke 15:1-2)? 

Jesus gives us the point of the first two stories he tells in Luke 15:3-10. What is that point (verses 7 and 10)? 

In the story about the lost son, what was the younger son’s attitude toward his father before he left home? 

When the son decided to come back home, what did he think he needed to do to be welcomed back? 

in actuality, what did the younger son need to do in order to be accepted back home by his father? 

What keeps the older brother from celebrating (Luke 15:25-32)? 

Go back and read Luke 15:1-2 again. What was Jesus’ specific purpose in telling these three stories? 

APPLY  

In our culture, who are the people that followers of Jesus sometimes assume are too far away from God to be 
welcomed home by him? 

Do you think the picture of God Jesus portrays in 15:11-24 is too good to be true? Why or why not? 



What is the one- or two-minute version of the story of how you came home to God? 

If it’s really true that God celebrates when people come home to him, what does that say about God? 

If it’s really true that God celebrates when people come home to him, what does that mean for how we live 
and order our lives? 

CLOSE 
What is one thing in this passage that stuck out to you personally and why? 

NEXT WEEK’S TEXT: LUKE 17


