
BOOK OF ACTS WEEK 8 

FLOURISHING GRACE SMALL GROUP CODE  

Engagement: 
Each person will get out of their small group what they put into the group.  Make sure everyone in the group 
gets a chance to engage.  If you tend to talk more than others be sensitive to how much you may dominate 
the conversation.  If you tend to talk less make sure you work to speak up in your group.  Your voice is 

valuable to others in your group and community; growth can’t happen without engagement. 

Confidentiality:  
We long for our groups to be places of authentic community.  The only way this happens is through vulnerable 
conversations in which we share personal parts of our lives and confess our sin together.  Anything and 

everything that is shared in the group must stay in the group. 

Speech: 
We must fight against gossip, grumbling, and complaining.  Our speech should build up our group not burden 
our group (Ephesians 4:29).   We also must keep our conversation focused when our group meets.  Groups 

gather to study the word and connect together please avoid personal rabbit trails or off topic subjects. 

It takes more than one day and one person: 
Small groups are about relationships.  True relationships are not built by one person on one day a week.  Step 
up to help your leader - they can’t do it all alone.  Everyone in the group should be serving the group - 

volunteer to host, volunteer to bring a snack, volunteer to give them a week off.  Follow up and engage the 
members of your group during the week: one day a week does not build authentic community. 

PRAY 
Around the group have each person share one prayer request for the week.  

Open a time of prayer inviting one person or the whole group (if they feel comfortable) to pray for God to 
lead Flourishing Grace and our staff and elders as we plan and budget for the next year of ministry. 



BACKGROUND 
In many ways, Acts 5:17-42 feels like the same story we’ve heard in Acts so far: The apostles tell people about 
Jesus; they get in trouble with the religious leaders, who arrest them for telling people about Jesus; because 
those religious leaders are afraid of the crowds, the apostles are released after a stern warning and punishment. 

But if we pay attention, we see that Luke is trying to clue us into a few things as he narrates the events of Acts 
5. First, God—through the power of the Holy Spirit—continues to miraculously move the Gospel forward. 
Second, the Gospel is God’s mission, and human beings who would be against it are powerless to keep it from 
spreading. Third, as the Gospel grows, it is accompanied by suffering. The question then becomes whether we 
are willing to give our lives to this Gospel, or to lesser pursuits. 

OPEN 
First, have a group member read Acts 5:17-42 

What is the difference between your dreams—what you hope your life will be like—as an adult versus your 
dreams as a sixteen-year-old kid? Has what you’ve given your life to changed throughout the years? 

REFLECT 
What were the apostles doing before this passage that got them arrested? 

What does Luke tell us about the motives of the high priest for arresting the apostles (verse 17)? 

Why do you think the apostles willingly went with the guard (verse 26), since clearly they could have chosen 
not to go? 

The religious leaders seem to be getting angrier and angrier with the early church leaders as time goes on. Why 
do you think that is? 

What is Gamaliel’s advice? 

What does it mean that the apostles rejoiced “that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name” 
(verse 41)? 



APPLY  

Why do you think Luke tells us another story about the apostles getting arrested then being released? Is 
anything different about this instance from the last one in chapters 3 and 4? 

If we consider just this passage alone, what is Luke trying to tell us about how the Gospel keeps moving 

forward despite growing resistance from the religious leaders in Jerusalem? 

How is our usual response to suffering different from the apostles in verse 41? 

What have the apostles decided to give the rest of their earthly lives to? 

If someone looked closely at your life, what would they say you are giving your life to? 

What would it look like for you to commit to giving your life to the Gospel and leading people into flourishing 
relationships with Jesus? 

CLOSE 
What is one thing in this passage that stuck out to you personally and why? 

NEXT WEEK’S TEXT: Luke Acts 6:8 - 7:60


