
BOOK OF ACTS WEEK 6 

FLOURISHING GRACE SMALL GROUP CODE  

Engagement: 
Each person will get out of their small group what they put into the group.  Make sure everyone in the group 
gets a chance to engage.  If you tend to talk more than others be sensitive to how much you may dominate 
the conversation.  If you tend to talk less make sure you work to speak up in your group.  Your voice is 

valuable to others in your group and community; growth can’t happen without engagement. 

Confidentiality:  
We long for our groups to be places of authentic community.  The only way this happens is through vulnerable 
conversations in which we share personal parts of our lives and confess our sin together.  Anything and 

everything that is shared in the group must stay in the group. 

Speech: 
We must fight against gossip, grumbling, and complaining.  Our speech should build up our group not burden 
our group (Ephesians 4:29).   We also must keep our conversation focused when our group meets.  Groups 

gather to study the word and connect together please avoid personal rabbit trails or off topic subjects. 

It takes more than one day and one person: 
Small groups are about relationships.  True relationships are not built by one person on one day a week.  Step 
up to help your leader - they can’t do it all alone.  Everyone in the group should be serving the group - 

volunteer to host, volunteer to bring a snack, volunteer to give them a week off.  Follow up and engage the 
members of your group during the week: one day a week does not build authentic community. 

PRAY 
Around the group have each person share one prayer request for the week.  

Open a time of prayer inviting one person or the whole group (if they feel comfortable) to pray for the 
community or city your group is meeting in today. 



BACKGROUND 
In Acts 3 and the beginning of Acts 4, we see Peter and John arrested and interrogated by the rulers of the 
temple and the high priest. Though these men were religious leaders in the temple, they also had plenty 
authority behind them to arrest and punish those who were breaking Jewish law. Because the leaders of the 

early Church enjoyed some popularity among the crowds at first, the rulers of the temple decided not to 
punish them. John and Peter were free to return to the other apostles and followers of Jesus, having gotten 
out of this jam without any punishment. What they do next in Acts 4:23-31 is likely much different than what 
we might do in our context… 

OPEN 
First, have a group member read Acts 4:23-31 

Have you ever had a “close call” in life when it looked like things might go badly for you in some situation, but 
in the end things surprisingly turned out okay? 

REFLECT 
Take a quick minute as a group and recap what happened in Acts 4:1-22. 

What are the first couple of things Peter and John do when they are released (verse 23)? 

How does the group of believers react to what Peter and John reported? 

The group decides to pray; what specifically do they pray? 

What does the word “boldness” seem to mean in this context? 

What happens after the group prays? 



APPLY  

How does what the group of believers pray for in verses 29 and 30 strike you? 

How is what they pray for different from what we might pray for in our context? 

What was at stake for these followers of Jesus in Acts 4? Or to put it another way, what was telling the world 
about Jesus costing them? 

Honest question: How do your prayers compare to the prayers of this group in Acts 4? 

Do you think this means we shouldn’t ask God for his blessing or for good things to happen to us? 

What is a way we as a group can “speak the word of God with boldness” (verse 31)? 

CLOSE 
What is one thing in this passage that stuck out to you personally and why? 

NEXT WEEK’S TEXT: Luke Acts 4:32 - 5:11


