
BOOK OF ACTS WEEK 7 

FLOURISHING GRACE SMALL GROUP CODE  

Engagement: 
Each person will get out of their small group what they put into the group.  Make sure everyone in the group 
gets a chance to engage.  If you tend to talk more than others be sensitive to how much you may dominate 
the conversation.  If you tend to talk less make sure you work to speak up in your group.  Your voice is 

valuable to others in your group and community; growth can’t happen without engagement. 

Confidentiality:  
We long for our groups to be places of authentic community.  The only way this happens is through vulnerable 
conversations in which we share personal parts of our lives and confess our sin together.  Anything and 

everything that is shared in the group must stay in the group. 

Speech: 
We must fight against gossip, grumbling, and complaining.  Our speech should build up our group not burden 
our group (Ephesians 4:29).   We also must keep our conversation focused when our group meets.  Groups 

gather to study the word and connect together please avoid personal rabbit trails or off topic subjects. 

It takes more than one day and one person: 
Small groups are about relationships.  True relationships are not built by one person on one day a week.  Step 
up to help your leader - they can’t do it all alone.  Everyone in the group should be serving the group - 

volunteer to host, volunteer to bring a snack, volunteer to give them a week off.  Follow up and engage the 
members of your group during the week: one day a week does not build authentic community. 

PRAY 
Around the group have each person share one prayer request for the week.  

Open a time of prayer inviting one person or the whole group (if they feel comfortable) to pray for the 
request of the group and that God would help us to treasure Him at all cost. 



BACKGROUND 
At the end of Acts for the scene is set for what is about to take place at the beginning of Acts 5. We can not 
read the first few verses of Acts 5 without first looking at Acts 4:32-37. Here we find a genuine outpouring of 
generosity in the early church. Suddenly the things of this world, wealth and earthly possessions are of little 

value to these new Christ followers. They are releasing, selling, and sharing everything with each other. 
Specifically we see the story of a man name Barnabas who sells a field and releasees 100% of the proceeds to 
the church. Then Luke shares a crazy story of Ananias & Sapphira who do a similar act as Barnabas however, 
for them it is not genuine but fake. They have an ulterior motive. They long to receive the praise of men. This 
turns deadly for them. Yet, we must not get lost in what happens to Ananias & Sapphira but rather ask the 

question, what is the difference between Ananias & Sapphira, and Barnabas.  

OPEN 
First, have a group member read Acts 4:32-5:11 

Has there ever been a time when someone did something kind for you but later you discovered that they 
ultimately wanted something in return for their kindness? If you feel comfortable share with the group.  

REFLECT 
How would you describe the picture Luke paints in Acts 4:32-35? What does Luke mean when he says that 
they “had everything in common”? 

Luke chooses to highlight the actions of Barnabas; probably because he is a more well-known character in the 
book. What are 5 descriptive word you would use to describe the actions of Barnabas? 

What does the fist word or chapter 5 tell us about Lukes (the author) intentions in this text? 

In verse 2 what action separates Barnabas from Ananias & Sapphira? 

What has happened to Ananias that has caused him to secretly keep back some for himself? (vs 3) 

What do Peters words in verse 4 teach us about how God views our possessions and money? 



What do the last words of verse 4 tell us about the true sin that was committed by Ananias & Sapphira? 

Read Matthew 6:1-4. Why would Ananias & Sapphira lie about the percentage given? 

APPLY  

What ultimately causes us to desire the praise of other people for our good deeds? 

Why does the Bible communicate this as such a dangerous and even deadly sin? 

How should we think about our finances, and other resources when it comes to using them for good? 

What are some practical ways that we can protect ourselves against practicing righteousness for the sake of 

human praise? 

Ultimately what does this text teach us about what Ananias & Sapphira love more than anything vs what 
Barnabas loves more than anything? 

CLOSE 
What is one thing in this passage that stuck out to you personally and why? 

NEXT WEEK’S TEXT:  Acts 5:17-42


