
BOOK OF ACTS WEEK 12 

FLOURISHING GRACE SMALL GROUP CODE  

Engagement: 
Each person will get out of their small group what they put into the group.  Make sure everyone in the group 
gets a chance to engage.  If you tend to talk more than others be sensitive to how much you may dominate 
the conversation.  If you tend to talk less make sure you work to speak up in your group.  Your voice is 

valuable to others in your group and community; growth can’t happen without engagement. 

Confidentiality:  
We long for our groups to be places of authentic community.  The only way this happens is through vulnerable 
conversations in which we share personal parts of our lives and confess our sin together.  Anything and 

everything that is shared in the group must stay in the group. 

Speech: 
We must fight against gossip, grumbling, and complaining.  Our speech should build up our group not burden 
our group (Ephesians 4:29).   We also must keep our conversation focused when our group meets.  Groups 

gather to study the word and connect together please avoid personal rabbit trails or off topic subjects. 

It takes more than one day and one person: 
Small groups are about relationships.  True relationships are not built by one person on one day a week.  Step 
up to help your leader - they can’t do it all alone.  Everyone in the group should be serving the group - 

volunteer to host, volunteer to bring a snack, volunteer to give them a week off.  Follow up and engage the 
members of your group during the week: one day a week does not build authentic community. 

PRAY 
Around the group have each person share one prayer request for the week.  

Open a time of prayer inviting one person or the whole group (if they feel comfortable) to pray that God 
would use the August Together gatherings to build community at Flourishing Grace and connect with friends 

and neighbors who may not yet know Jesus. 



BACKGROUND 
Acts 9:1-22 is the account of Saul’s conversion. Saul’s (also known as Paul) conversion is remarkable for two 
reasons: First, it’s an account of how Jesus saves a person who had literally been murdering his followers. It 
shows that no person is beyond the reaches of God’s grace. In addition, each of us in our hearts is a murderer 

(Matthew 5:21-22; 1 John 3:15), and Paul’s conversion is a picture of just how helpless we were when Christ 
saved us. Second, Acts 9 is an account of how God, through his sovereign plan, began to take his Gospel to 
the ends of the earth through the most unlikely means we could imagine. Though some who were at Pentecost 
had taken the Gospel beyond Samaria, to this point the Good News about Jesus had only spread through 
Judea and parts of Samaria. God’s work in Paul’s life shows how we are saved not just for our own benefit, but 

for the spread of God’s Kingdom in our neighborhoods and around the world. 

OPEN 
First, have a group member read Acts 9:1-22 

What is the most remarkable change you’ve ever made in your life? 

REFLECT 
Why is Saul going to Damascus? 

Why do you think Jesus asks Saul why he’s persecuting him? 

What specifically does Jesus tell Saul to do? 

What does Jesus ask Ananias to do? 

Why do you think Jesus was so specific to Ananias with his instructions about finding Saul? 

Why is Ananias hesitant to find Saul? 

Describe the encounter between Ananias and Saul. 



What does Saul do after that encounter? What is the reaction of those who heard him? 

APPLY  

If you were a follower of Jesus at this time and heard the news about Saul’s conversion, do you think you 
would have believed it? 

Why do you think God included verse 16 in his message to Ananias? (“For I will show him how much he must 
suffer for the sake of my name.”) 

Saul’s conversion is pretty drastic: a murderer of Christians then becomes a follower of Jesus. But are our 
stories of coming to know Jesus any less drastic? 

For those that are familiar with Saul’s (who used his Roman name Paul as he traveled beyond Judea) life, how 
did God’s plan to take the Gospel to the ends of the earth intersect with Paul’s story? 

This past Sunday, we talked about how Jesus saves us through the Gospel and for his Kingdom. Why do you 

think followers of Jesus sometimes lack enthusiasm or passion for the furthering of God’s Kingdom and seeing 
people come to know Jesus? 

In what ways do you sense God wants to use you to introduce people to Jesus? 

CLOSE 
What is one thing in this passage that stuck out to you personally and why? 

NEXT WEEK’S TEXT: New Series (no small group)


