
BOLDNESS FROM SHAME  
FLOURISHING GRACE SMALL GROUP CODE  

Engagement: 
Each person will get out of their small group what they put into the group.  Make sure everyone in the group 
gets a chance to engage.  If you tend to talk more than others be sensitive to how much you may dominate 
the conversation.  If you tend to talk less make sure you work to speak up in your group.  Your voice is valuable 
to others in your group and community; growth can’t happen without engagement. 

Confidentiality:  
We long for our groups to be places of authentic community.  The only way this happens is through vulnerable 
conversations in which we share personal parts of our lives and confess our sin together.  Anything and 
everything that is shared in the group must stay in the group. 

Speech: 
We must fight against gossip, grumbling, and complaining.  Our speech should build up our group not burden 
our group (Eph 4:29).   We also must keep our conversation focused when our group meets.  Groups gather to 
study the word and connect together please avoid personal rabbit trails or off topic subjects. 

It takes more than one day and one person: 
Small groups are about relationships.  True relationships are not built by one person on one day a week.  Step 
up to help your leader - they can’t do it all alone.  Everyone in the group should be serving the group - 
volunteer to host, volunteer to bring a snack, volunteer to give them a week off.  Follow up  and engage the 
members of your group during the week: one day a week does not build authentic community. 

PRAY 

Around the group have each person share one prayer request for the week.  

Open a time of prayer inviting one person or the whole group (if they feel comfortable) to pray for the 
request of the group and one neighbor who does not know Jesus.  

BACKGROUND 

Paul is looking back to the time when they first came and shared the gospel in Thessalonica.  They came in 
with great boldness in God but fell in love with the people. It became more than ministry it developed into a 
great friendship. The call to engage our neighbors with the gospel is a call to love them as friends. 



OPEN 

Have a group member read 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 aloud. 

Describe a time when someone—perhaps a teacher, a coach, a friend, a relative—made a positive impact on 
your life by intentionally making an effort to build a relationship with you. 

REFLECT 

Paul and Timothy were in Thessalonica for only about three weeks (Acts 17:2), but they seem to have made a 
big impact in that short period of time. Based on this paragraph alone, How did Paul make such a big impact in 
such a short period of time? 

Paul and Timothy were both bold in how they shared the gospel (2:2) as well as gentle and affectionate 
(2:7-8). How do those two things go together? 

What do you think Paul means in 2:8 when he says they shared with the Thessalonians their “own selves”? 

APPLY  

Agree or disagree: Sometimes people need to belong in a community of followers of Jesus before they will 
believe and trust in Jesus. 

What are ways that we—as a small group—can love our community as we boldly proclaim the gospel? 

Who is one person that does not yet know Jesus that God might be asking you to invest in—not as a project, 
but simply just to love them with the hope that you will one day have the opportunity to boldly share about 
Jesus? 

CLOSE 

What is one thing in this passage that stuck out to you personally and why? 

DAILY DISCIPLESHIP  
The following will help you take what you have learned and engage with your family, friends and coworkers this 
week. These conversation starters are designed for you to leverage opportunities this week to talk about how 
“the gospel and relationships are intertwined.” Use them in your own time with God, to spark discussion 
during your family devotional, or just to talk about this topic with friends and coworkers who may not know 
Jesus. 



Read 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8, then talk about these questions: 

// Outside of God, who is someone who seems to love you no matter what? What does that feel like? 

// How do you think loving someone well shows them what God is like? 

// Who are two or three people (or maybe a family) that don’t yet know Jesus that we need to intentionally 
welcome into our lives and build relationships with? 

NEXT WEEK’S READING 

1 Thessalonians 2:9-12 


